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During these 
troubling eco-
nomic times, 
Loaves & Fishes 
has seen a great 

increase in the need for emer-
gency food assistance. Requests 
are up, both from the agencies we 
serve and individuals looking for 
connections to the organizations. 

Fortunately, thanks to many            

dedicated food rescuers and               
supporters, we have been able to 
provide an increased amount of 
food to our recipient agencies!  

Last month over 77,000 pounds of 
fresh produce, dairy items,                  
prepared foods, bread, meat and 
o t h e r  p e r i s h a b l e s  w e r e                
rescued and delivered to human 
services organizations throughout 
Greenville County.  

That’s more than 726,935 
pounds rescued so far this 
year—a 20% increase from 2007 
year to date.    

Thank you for 
all you do, for 
Loaves & 
Fishes, and 
your 
neighbors! 

This year’s event to provide 
more than 2,000 traditional                  
Thanksgiving meals to the              
hungry of Greenville County.  

Three hundred and sixty-four days a 
year Loaves & Fishes works hard to 
feed those who don’t know where 
one or more of their meals will come 
from.  Thanksgiving is no exception.  
This Thanksgiving we hope to             
provide over 2,000 meals to                 
individuals who ordinarily would not 
have had the opportunity to enjoy a 
Thanksgiving meal. 

Feed the  Thousands is  a                         
collaborative project of Loaves & 
Fishes and a host of local                        
organizations, churches and individu-

als, along with more than 300 volun-
teers who come together to prepare 
traditional Thanksgiving Day meals. 

More than 2,000 meals will be              
prepared, packaged and either            
delivered or picked up from four          
service sites.  This year, Buncombe 
Street United Methodist Church, First 
Baptist Church of Greenville, Mauldin 
First Baptist Church and Woodruff 
Road Presbyterian Church are           
serving as distribution centers. 

Volunteers are needed to carve           
turkeys, pick up donations, deliver 
meals and much more.  Families are 
encouraged to volunteer together.  
Would you like to get involved with 
this special event?  Please call the 
office at (864) 232-3595. 

Volunteers working at last year’s 
Feed the Thousands event. 
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Last issue I 
wrote about 
Good News, 
Bad News.  
L o o k i n g 
back on July
- A u g u s t , 
little did I 
know that 

Bad News would become Worse 
News in September.  No need to 
rehash what everyone knows.  It’s 
enough to say that this has be-
come an even more difficult time 
for nonprofits.  All of our agencies 
report increased demand from 17 
to 40 percent.   

In the last two months, we have 
lost three very generous food do-
nors in Garner’s Natural Market 
(9,927 pounds, mostly produce);  
US Foodservice Northstar Foods – 
their custom restaurant division 
warehouse 33,440 pounds of high 
quality foods, mostly protein; and 
BJ’s Wholesale 8,788 pounds.  
Loaves & Fishes had been on 
track toward one million pounds of 
food until September.  We are still 
ahead of last year, but how these 
last two months will turn out is dif-
ficult to predict.   

Generous financial donors have 
experienced significant losses and 
will be more deliberate than ever 
in their yearend giving, if they are 
able to donate at all.   

During an interview for an article in 
The Greenville News this July, the 
reporter, after I had detailed this 
litany of woes, asked me what we 
were going to do.  I told her that as 
long as there are hungry people in 
Greenville, Loaves & Fishes will 
put all its efforts into bringing the 
hungry fresh food daily.   

We continue to look for ways to 
save on expenses and we are 
more than grateful to our many 
regular volunteers who see the 
need when they deliver to our 
agencies and who are hanging in 
there with us to accomplish our 
mission.   We are always seeking 
new volunteers and new financial 
and food donors.  And right now, 
prayers would be particularly ap-
preciated – for those in need and 
for the work of Loaves & Fishes, 
standing in this storm. 
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Help Us Go Green(er)!  If you would prefer to receive 
this newsletter  electronically, please email                        
opscoord@loavesandfishesgreenville.org. 

Address Change? We want to stay in touch!  
If you have a change of address, please call 

the office at 232-3595 or email                                        
opscoord@loavesandfishesgreenville.org. 
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Summer has simply flown by!  
Can you believe it?  As we settle 
in to the crisp, cool days of               
Autumn, we’d like to give special 
thanks to our great group of            
seasonal volunteers.  Mary            
Adkins , Diane Morris  and 
Heather Waters  all jumped in 
and helped with routes through-
out the summer.   

We were also delighted to have 
Shawnetta Bryant , Tab Hunter,                
Rebecca Johns , Rick Krueger, 
Kathryn Miller,  Forrest Smith 
and Natishia Stoddard join us as 
new food rescuers over the past 
several months.   We are so 
grateful for their help. 

Food rescuers are always 
needed. Routes are available 
seven days a week across 
Greenville County.   

Do you have a flexible schedule? 
Substitute drivers are also 
needed to fill in when the              
regularly scheduled volunteer is 

unavailable.  Routes take               
approximately 1 1/2 hours and 
are great family or group projects! 

As the holiday season quickly          
approaches, please keep in mind 
other ways you can help Loaves 
& Fishes.  Consider hosting a 
canned food drive for our “Feed 
the Thousands” Thanksgiving 
event. In addition to delivering 
meals on  Thanksgiving Day, we 
have spaces available for turkey        
carvers and food runners leading 
up to the event.  Watch for more 
information in your mailbox (and 
inbox) as Thanksgiving gets 
closer. 

If you are interested in any of 
these volunteer opportunities, 
please call the office at 232-3595 
or email Brooke at opscoord@ 
loavesandfishesgreenville.org.  
We look forward to working with 
you! 
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Frazee Dream Center is a free  
after-school and summer program 
for under resourced children ages 
6-13 in the downtown Greenville 
area.  Since April, Loaves & Fishes 
has been providing food for their 
snack and supper programs. 

Frazee Volunteer Coordinator Alise 
Brown explains: 

”Because of the food that Loaves & 
Fishes provides, it keeps our 
monthly food costs much lower 
than before we partnered with 
them.  Because of this, we are able 
to provide after-school  assistance 
to more students. The funds that 
were once used for food are now 
being put towards providing                
services for more students. We 
have been able to expand our            
program to now include middle 
school students as well as                       
elementary.  We are thankful to 
Loaves & Fishes for their                    
commitment to helping non-profit 

agencies in Greenville get food to 
those who need it. In these difficult 
economic times, their services are 
need now more than ever. We are 
grateful and thankful for their                
impact on our Frazee community 
and to the community of 
Greenville.” 
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Almost 43% of Greenville County students participate in the free or   
reduced lunch program.  When summer comes and school is out, 
more than 40,000 children and their families aren’t sure where 
they’ll get a meal.   

You can help.  Sack Hunger! is Loaves & Fishes county-wide initia-
tive to ask  individuals to donate what they would normally spend 
on lunch to help Loaves & Fishes feed children and their families 
over the summer and all year long. Visit www.sackhunger.org to 
learn more, sign up to participate or make a donation. 
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